Closing College Access Gaps



Looking at
Racial/Ethnic
High School

Achievement
Gaps

Massachusetts faces two
opportunity/achievement gaps for
high school students: earning a high
school credential and moving on to
higher education.
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Looking at
Student Group
High School
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Dropout Rates and a Focus on Equity
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4,297 of the 288,358 students enrolled in 9-12 dropped out in 2020-21



Signs of things to Come:

* Our EWIS research shows that 100.0%
students passing all of their ninth
grade courses are 14 times more 90.0%

likely to graduate on time.
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In other words, students failing

one or more 9t grade courses 70.0%
have a 65% 4 year graduation
rate vs. a 96% rate for those who 60.0%

pass all their 9t grade courses.
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College
Enrollment by
graduating class

(immediate fall enrollment)

3846 fewer high school seniors
enrolled in college in fall 2020

than fall 2019.*
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*there were about 200 more high school graduates in 2020 than 2019

% of 2020 Mass. HS grads attending College (Race/ethnicity)
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College
Enrollment by

graduating class

The gap between
women and men
attending college is
enormous
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College
Enrollment by
graduating class

% of 2020 High school grads attending college
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College
E N rO| | ment by Income and Gender
graduating class
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Income has a strong Non Low Income male
effect on immediate
college enrollment, less
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income male graduates
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Early

indications
from DHE for
the class of
2021

Annual % Change (20-Year Trend)
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